J. DARRELL BIRMINGHAM F.O.P. LODGE #140

REGULAR MEETING MIMUTES

12/18/2025 

Wayne County FOP Lodge #94 

Rittman OH

Members in attendance: President William C. Ferkan-WDC Retired; Vice President Rod Fry-MVDC Retired; Trustee John Williams-HBH Retired; Unit 2 Association representative/Trustee Suzanne Pauley-HBH; Unit 2 Association representative Steven Laird-CDC; Trustee Alan “Freddie” Queen-GDC; Recording Secretary Richard Nester-ACDC Retired; 10th District Trustee/Sergeant-at-Arms Aaron Bramel, OVH; State Vice-President T.J. Assion; State Director of Government Affairs Mike Weinman, FOP Lodge #9; Terry Barnett, Guest.

Prior to opening the meeting, those present shared a meal to celebrate the Christmas Season and to have some time for fellowship.  We thank Sister Lisa Barnett and her husband Terry for bringing the meal for us. 

Meeting called to order 6:35 pm by President Ferkan with 10 members and one guest present.

· Pledge of Allegiance lead by President Ferkan.

· Prayer given by Vice President Fry.

President Ferkan called for a break in the order of business in order for Mike Weinman and T.J. Assion to address the body on the concerning Senate Bill #321 from the 136th General Assembly.  

· Weinman explained the process that will have to take place for the Bill to be moved forward in the Ohio Senate:

· Currently the bill has been sent to Rules and Reference Committee

· Sponsor hearing is next

· Proponent / Opponent input heard

· Internal reviews

· Ammendments

· VOTE

· Weinman is seeking a State Representative who can introduce a companion bill in the House of Representatives which will help speed up the process in getting the entire bill signed into law of passed.

· Assion and Weinman both stressed that our members need to get active in supporting this.  Assion pointed out that along with the safety concerns, our members need to take PRIDE in their jobs and should also be offended that other police officers must come to their facilities in order to do OUR jobs because our police officers are not given the tools to enable them to do it. 

· Members need to make phone calls, send letters and try to meet their elected State legislatures in-person to urge them to support properly equipping the Police Offices who work in the State of Ohio Department of Mental Health and Department of Developmental Disability facilities.

· The State FOP Lobby Day is tentatively scheduled for March 11, 2026.  This will happen with PERFECT timing for our Lodge members to come to Columbus and meet their own Legislature members in person to seek their support.  

· Weinman explained that he expects it to take 9 months to get a bill passed and presented to the Governor.  With 2026 being an election year for Governor, there is a concern that if we do not get this passed, we may have to start completely over again with a new Governor to deal with.  

· Weinman asked that Lodge #140 provide a police officer from both ODMH and DODD to give a 3-5 minute testimony before the State Senate (Represenatives?) when the time comes to give input on the bill.  The State FOP will help coach those giving testimony.  We need people who are well spoken and comfortable speaking before a group.  

· Weiman gave an update on legislative items that the State FOP is currently working on.

· H.B. 492 – Life without Parole for persons convicted of killing a police officer

· H.B. 88 – Human Trafficking and Fentanyl offenses

· Vice-President Assion gave a report on the actions being done by the State of Ohio FOP:

· Legislation recognizing Post Traumatic Stress Disorder as a job-related illness has finally been passed after a LONG battle to keep it moving forward

· Creation of a Deferred Retirement Option Plan (DROP) for members of the OPERS-LE retirement is currently stalled in Committee.  The OPERS is OPPOSED to this option being offered to OPERS members. 

· The FOP “Day-on-the-Hill” will be held on 2/2-4/2026 in Washington D.C.

· Reminded members that ALL FOP members in Ohio need ot get registered on the www.fopohio.org website in order to improve communication between the State FOP and the members throughout the state. 

· The Political Endorsement process is under way.  State Auditor Keith Faber has shared with the FOP that seeking the FOP endorsement will be very important in this election cycle.  This is another reason for our membership to get involved with the Lobby Day event.

· Assion reported on the Protect Ohio Police (POP) initiative by the State FOP and the “Wall of Shame” that has been created to expose elected officials who have shown that they are anti-police.  There are currently two names on the Wall of Shame. 

Weinman and Assion fielded questions from the members present, along with a couple of Associates that Sister Pauley has connected with on video chat on her cell phone (with the permission of President Ferkan, Weinman and Assion).  

After a brief recess, the regular order of business continued at 8:00PM. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting: Copies of the minutes from the 11/20/2025 meeting were handed out prior to the opening of the meeting. Motion to accept by Laird, second by Bramel.  Motion carried.

Treasurer Report: 
· Secretary/Treasurer Lisa Barnett had her husband, Terry Barnett, deliver her report

· Lodge Checking account has a current balance of $2652.05

· Rainy Day fund balance was $1001.90

· Some discussion was held concerning the loss in dues paying membership caused by reduction in staffing and problems with new officers being hired and the Associates failing to get them applications to join the Lodge and/or the bargaining unit.  Ferkan reported that Barnett intends to send an informational letter with the 2026 Active Member card mailings to remind all members of the process in recruiting new members and the importance of keeping the Lodge updated on change of address and contact information. 

· Motion made to accept the treasurer's report made by Laird.  Second by Fry, motion carried. 

New Member Applications: None

Correspondence: None 
Old Business:
· Nester presented the second reading of the proposed changes in the Lodge Constitution and Bylaws.  No recommended changes were proposed by those present. 

· Laird reported that the Unit #2 Association continues to work on the concerns for insufficient dues collections and the disconnect between enrollment in the Bargaining Unit and Lodge membership.

· Discussion was held on the lack of representative from Lodge #140 on the State Unit #2 Board of Directors.  

· Laird reports that there still does not appear to be any police officers from the Ohio Veteran's Home facilities that are interested in serving.  Bramel said he would continue to try and encourage someone to take over the position that he vacated when he became an exempt employee

· Laird reported that there still is no one from the Department of Taxation who wants to serve on the Board.  He believes that our members are intimidated by the State Department of Taxation because it appears that disciplinary action was taken against Investigators who were involved in Union activities.  Apparently, Steve Lazarus is aware of these concerns, but there does not seem to be any urgency on his part to address this matter. 

Election of Officers: 
· President Ferkan, for the purpose of conduction the election, designated Recording Secretary Nester as the Acting Secretary due to the absence of Sister Barnett.

· Nester read the nominations for each office from the November Meeting Minutes.  He reported that there was only one candidate for each office for the 2026-2027 terms of office.  Brother Williams made a motion that due to no elected offices being contested in the election, that the Secretary be directed to cast a single ballot and declare a unanimous decision to elect all offices.  Second made by Queen, motion carried.

· The results of the election for the 2026-2027 Lodge officers are:

· President: Bill Ferkan

· Vice-President:  Rod Fry

· Second Vice-President:  Lisa Barnett

· Secretary/Treasurer: Steve Laird

· Sergeant-at-Arms: Aaron Bramel

· Recording Secretary: Rich Nester

· 2-Year trustee: Suzanne Pauley

· 2-Year Trustee: Alan Queen

Bills: Motion to pay the bills made by Nester, second by Fry.  Motion carried. 

Good of the Order:  
· Assion reported that he will be working on setting up a Zoom Meeting for members from District 10 hopefully in early February.  S.B. 321 will be part of the agenda for this meeting and he encouraged Lodge #140 to participate.
Sickness and Distress:
· Brother Ferkan's mother is in the hospital dealing with respiratory issues.

· Dale Rhinehart is home recovering from hip replacement surgery

· Brother Williams continues to recover from knee surgery.  His doctor has advised him to continue to use a knee cart and crutches for a few more months. 
Next Meeting: Thursday 2/19/2026at 6:00PM at Lodge #94.
Motion to adjourn: Made by Fry, second by Williams.  Motion carried and meeting was adjourned at 8:40PM. 

Installation of Officers:  
· Ferkan asked State Vice-president T.J. Assion to install the officers for the upcoming term that will commence on 1/1/2026.  Assion administered the Oath-of-Office to the newly elected officers that were present
Submitted by:

Richard A. Nester

Recording Secretary
